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Woman mdlcted as

By JACK KRESNAK
and BRIAN FLANIGAN
Free Press Statf Writers

A Detroit woman, who law
enforcement officials say mas-
terminded ‘a nationwide drug
ring, was indicted Thursday in
U.S. District Court on drug
trafficking charges along with
22 other people.

"The woman, Nellie Bell
Kassim, 42, is named in the
indictment as the organizer of
a ring of doctors, pharmacists
and drug users who ran what
investigators called a “pre-
scription mill.” The ring’s ac-
tivities, investigators said, also
included selling drugsin Wash-

ington, D.C., and New York.

TW‘Q,DOCI'ORS, five phar-

’

macles, seven phannaclsts or
drugstore owners and 13 per-

sons identified as ‘“‘employe .

CONSPira- g
tors' were @
charged with E
conspiracy
with intent to §
deliver drugs.
In addition,
Kassim was
charged with
“engaging in.
& contimuing criminal enter-
prise” since January 1879. The
latter charge carries & sentence
of 10 years to life upon convic-
tion.

Leonard Gilman U.S. attor-
ney for the Eastern District of
Michigan, hﬁazed the arraign-

Kassim .

ment of Kassim' andaskedUS {iilman said a.ddmg that the |

- District Magistrate Lynn Hooe
to'set a $100,000 bond -for-:
Kassim: Gilmen seid Kassim .

was as much a risk as convict-
ed heroin dealer George Casey,
who was sentenced Thursday

- to.10- years in prison. Casey -
.was re-captured after he disag-
" peared after his guilty plea on
the same. criminal enterprise

charge Kassim is now charged

wtth ‘A Detroit bondsman who,

guarafiteed Casey's $500,000

tond is appealing an order to’

forfeit the bond tovU S: Blstrict

Court, _
" The drugs that are all\eged :
{in the Kassim indictment) are:
as serfous a8 the distribution of -
heroin in the eity of Detroit,” .

medieal _clinies operated by

E quslm were “no more than |

seript mills. 7
' Hoom’rasls 000 surety

;bond for Kassim, who later put
fup. 10 percent and was re-

leased. Kassim was asrested in

" g Southfield home Wednesday
- night by federal Drug Enforce-
_ment ‘Administration agents.

. - The two-doctors charged in-
the 12-page Indictmeht are

-Alan Devore Flelds, D.O., and
.‘Ryen Krebs, M.D. Krebsis also
.. awaiting trial on related fed-
‘eral drug- charges.

" Krebs, 28, who federal in-
- S0 DRUG MILL, Page &4 |
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