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W& indicted as drug m i l l ~ d n  . 
By JACK KRESNAK 
and BRIAN FLANlGAN 
Free Press Stan Writers 

A Detroit woman, who law 
enforcement officials say mas- , 
teminded a nationwide drug 
ring, was indicted Thursday in 
U.S. District Court on drue 
trafficking charges along wit[ 
22 other people. 

The woman, Nellie Bell 
Kassim, 4 2  is named in t t e  
indictment as the organizer of 
a ripg of doctors, pharmacists 
and drug usm who ran wbnk 
investigators called a 'pre- 
scription mill." The ring's ac- 
tivities, lnvertigators said. ah0 
included selling drugsin Wash- 
ington, D.C, and New York. 

WpWCTORS, five phar- 

macies, seven ~hkhac i s t s  or 
drugstore owners and 13 per- 
sons identified as "employe 

~ ~ 

c o n s p i r a -  
tors" were 
charged wlth 
conspiracy 
wlth intent to 
deliver drugs. 
I3  addlcioo. 
Kassim was 

"engaging in 
a continuing crtminai enter- 
p&?" nnce January 1979. The 
latter charge carries a sentence 
of 10 years to hfe upon convic- 
tion 

Leonard Gilman, US. anor- 
ney for the Eastern MsHct of 
Michigan, &led the arraign- - 

- . - 
ment of ~assim-andaskedU:S.' Gilmsn ,mid, idding. that the 
District Magistrate LynnBooe medlcal .$linic6 operated by 
l o  set a $100,000 bond fof:r K@m we* "no more than' 
KesFim, Gilman said Kassim 'icvpt mills.! " p 

was aimueha risk as convict- . .. 
ed he r~ i~dea l e r  George Casey, BOO= € 7 ~ 1 5 , ~ ~  paretg 
who was sentenced Thursday. @?lid to: +Sim;who iater put 
t o 1 0  years in prlmn. Casey.. *up 1 0  percent and was re- 
.was re-caphlredafter he disap- , leased Kassim was aaested i# 

'peared after his guilty. plea on a SoPtthfleld.hotwWednesdap 
he same crlmlnal enterprise .night by fedenl Enforce- 
charge Kaagim is now charged . ment ~~ddnis t r s l lonsgwts .  
With. A M i t  bondsnWl Who , .  be two d o c m  c w &  b 
guardteed W S  15@)i000. the 12-page indietme6t are 
bondis aPPeAng.an order DeyoreFiela D.Q., and 
foffeif the bond t0U.S. District :gym m e b s , . ~ , ~ ,  ~ ~ ~ h % h  
Court. 

' awaiting trial on related fed- 
'The drl#@'tbBt &'alleged :eral dm@ charges. 

(In the'Kassim,indictment)~lre: 'Krebs, 28, who fedgal as serioiw 88 thsdistrlbution of 
heroin in the city of Dehplt<' see DRUG m, paget# 





Free Press Stall Writer the clinics.. . . 

women paid the doctors.. 
~ a s s i m ,  42, of Detroit, who ' I n  addition,. some pharma- Baby Dee, Harry Hippy and 

Black Cat, Kassim testified. 

-- . .  . *;r, :r,<,,; r, 
: T,T\;~, 7 ,  iib ;i*:,.;,>r,:.r ' .  ~,, 

' c  ht I;c!:r. 
De&jt, Free bressp -1 0/8,'82 -. !~IO!~C~F~(.!~Y c%,yf14 . - .. .. . . . .. .. . .. ~ .. .- ~ 
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~ ~ 

1 queen 

KASSIM, from . . .  pabe .. 3A ~ . ~. . . 
cessfully defended Kassim ona  welfare fraud charge 
in 1970, andcame. up.with.the idea of opening a diet . : 
clinic and. hiring .Dr.Alan Fields to write prescrip- 
tions, Kirssim testified, . . ~: . . 

Fields has pleaded guilty to conspiracy. Cohn; 
-\vhom Kassim described as "my supposed lover for 10 . . . . . .  
vearsir' has'notbeen ~ndicted, andthe a over in men twill -:. . . 
not disclose.whether he .wiil be a wytness. 

. '  .Kassim said she:andCohnsplit the.profits' a t  six 
- :  Detroit-clinics- they,opened,then' closed one after:: 
~'anottier inI980and,:1981. Fieldswas-f aid $?OOUailv : 

-in cash !'to write prescriptions all d&and. half t(i :~.l 
. . night,"..Kassim said.' . . . . . . .  

- - K ~ i ~ ~ I f t h e f i f , , f  c ~ ~ n i ~ ~ a ' W O O ~ r ~ ~ ~ ,  . , 

atdacted.30 C\IStomers on its first day and about 50 on ~ 
. . - .: the secondday, a Friday. . .  ..:. , I 

A-. " ~ h e n ~ f l k w  toNew York, and.ldidn$ get backxto. 
. the clinicj until-late Monday and-I thought it was a .. 

..:.:food s-:1.ine,TIKassim said.!There.mustha~e.be&.:~~ 

.- 25Q~&=Wupj~.~thethe.s~he~-fradi~p~d, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 

. . ,~  . .  . . . . .  . . . .  .~~ .~ 
,. . ..- . ' I  . . 

. . ~  . 

. : ~ : : 3 ~ - ~ E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 : f r ; . t ~ f f i c ~ I ( ~ s : s i m . ; ~ ~  
Cohn switchedclinics andexpanded-theirpayroll. of 

, employes, a bizarre group:that eventually: was'to 
, '  include four transvestites, a.forger.eranda purported .. 

J a b .  technician. who ?was terfihle;" Kassim said. "A 
lady came out witha needie hanginnout of her arm.. . - - 

: -  - .  ~ f t k r -  that~wedidn'Ctake:too~muc~:blood .sa~iW?- 
Dr. ~ j i i -  Krebs, one of the defeiidants, was paid . -................. : ... 

$100 an hour at a clinic on Seven Mile-Rbaa, Kassjm-1 . . . . .  .. ,.. ............................... ..... ..L. ........... 
testified,brtt' was not toldof the extent of tfie:illicit- 

Krebs o;erheard a. conversation in\,olving a--drug 
X a E w _ h o  %EL !!-~im,W-e!ic- 
~ : e & + r ~ c r i ~ ~ ~ ~ h  -9et,Ka~sifft~~18~--- -- 

... . . . . . . . .  . . . . ...... -. .- . . . . . .  ................................................ .............. ' -  .. .KAsS,M S A i ~  K:. 
.. .xsEEd:6ef.how:long.ituib"ld; 

- f , a ~ ~ ~ ] l ~ a & ~ q - p x e & p t j ~ n s +  
-a&$eA~~~~.w~fft,&wii.hfe~i~+fren*~.lr 

.. +=.:.. 
..with me;!!. .... . . . ,  ............ ...-I -::IS+~i.C_;I.: ... ............ _ ... .... .......... .-.?: . ................ x ................-... 

- - ~ ~ ~ ~ y ; - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ f d - - ~  ~. ~ ~ ~ ~ 6 f ; $ $ y i ' [ ~ ; ~  
~ ' t i b t i ~ a l f e a d ~ . ~ ~ r i t t e ~ t : . ~ ~ ~ h e i t o ~ e l ' l ,  sBe.tGstifie8,:. 
. - . .  ...: . .~~ - 

..... . . ~~ .... 
... 
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TIM B E L W P  . , ,.~. ~. - . ~, 
, - eurs~~~@esk e&Liw- weregi\lenivritten~rdws,for. ' 

Wee RSS sfan w r n ~  ;. . drugs and; where bbumcers we?needed.?wkeep 'order m o e g  - : 
A furnus chest snTgem testm&.Wedne&ayB $hX .m:~ j t*~_  .;:pDp.L1~ jwes : :: - 

: - - ,  . . i,. ,. - . ,  - . .  -L 

Krehs, charged withconspking withNeU1ieBeiIKassim toopaate , r ,  ~ r & s ~ a 6 w o ~ k ~ n g ~ r t ~ ~ f o r ~ & s s 3 ~ w h ~ 1 l e i ~ ~ s m e d ~ ~  
a mltimiEion-dollar drug ring, was a "'mmelous yowg *'I - teWdenQ irt theUnhrersity of. Widrigslr. IlasSim, Who,became E 
who he wouldstif] w @ ~ o r n e t o ~ e p t a p r ~ f d ~ s r ~ e ~ c h . p o &  ,..government witness &part of a plea-bargainiag deaf,,~esc@ed 

Dr. Henry Heimlkh, inventor of the Heimfizbi ..:q(rebsasan ~nitfntlpadve Boctc1: w ~ o , o ~ E ~ ?  he realized thescope : 
- - ~ ~ e d ~ i t h s a r i n g . t h e k ~ ~ . m a ~ ~ o ~ i n g v ~ ~ o f ~ ~ ~ e r a t r o n . ~ 6 ~ d t o ~ n a r t o f i t d ~  

' , . .  .! iine4bIc 
in federal court Thursday tbat Krebs, 29. i s  "like m d -  he's.":l'ys'' as fasf as possible. . .. 
absolutely bonest,and I can't conceived him straying. . :lcan'L.:; Heimlich, 62, said k.fird met Kfihs I@ years agbthm@. 
accept any of the'things that I've heard charged against him;".. . IIeiml,ichhs ,an, who wns s classmate of KreW 8t Stanford . 

. ' University. MeimIich said he'd f@fsllowe@ $re@ wJuc4tiofi and 
PROSECU~RS SAY ~rebs,oneof.sii&~e&. 

' .*J!;:-"was impressed with hzs: intelligence and decerq? 
on trial, wrote prescriptions that wereused to @=fB . HeimlIehsaidrKrebsvisited the:HeimllehbmiljiinCiaclnRaH'. 
junkies md dope dealers in Detroit and Washington, D.C. . W,tweea!Dee<-lI and 13.1'9B.k. Kassim had.testified elirlier that". 

They say Krebs opened the J e f f m n  Mead & si.!. she had,&en Krebr-writing prescriptions for her iliDetroit that .~ 
E. Jefferfen with Kassim in October f981 gad worked at ith~;..::.%ekenS, . , . I  - 

cHfi4cs owned by Kassim. Witnesses have described the djdcs* - - ~elm~chsaiddorin~.that~weeke~d:beof~ered:Kreb a jobas'. , 
,: ... . . . prescription rnills where ctlsfomers -:who at best weze $en .:?> .,;. , : .: 

. . .>... .. ~ ., ,.,, . ~. . -  SmDRUG WSPETT, Page 154 .. . . . 
, . # ,. ~, :. , -~ . . 
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Foui- gui ty7 2 acquitted 
in prescription mi 
Free Press Staff Wrjfer 

A federal jury convicted four people 
Witnesses ran the social 

Monday of conspiring in the prescrip- Spectrum from a world- 
famous doctor to a 

A. Krebs, 29, of Milan; pharmacist witness stand ran the social spectrum 
Bernard Levine, 33, of West Bloomfield; from a world-famous doctor, Dr. Henry 
Shirley Bradley Danner, 46, of Detroit, Heimlich, who was a character witness 
and Linda Ricks, 35, of Detroit. They for Krebs, to a cobbler, Leroy Bonham, 
face maximum sentences of five years who said he served as a gigolo to 

Kassim and her two sisters. 

TEN OTHERS have pleaded gklty to March 1981 because Barber was sus: 
conspiracy or related charges, includ- pected of informing. Authorities say 
ing Kassim, who agreed to a 10-year they are still investigating the murder. 
prison sentence in return for co-operat- The other sister, Nancy Lee McGin- 

d refutesome_- 



. Fourgui . . 

2 acqk~i t t  
- . 

v ' 

of consp~rac\~ .. I 

in .~ drug . ~ ~. .. ring 
1 KASSIM, from page% 

of Kassim's testimony. However, she 
"disappeared" inmid-trial, the jury was 
told by Ken Robinson, Krebs' attorney. 

: A PLUMP,- often. smiling woman, 
Kassim g r e w  up in New York City and 
moved to ~~troit.a.dozen.yea~:sago.~The 
former nurse testified th3t her critninal- 
career s tarted with welfare fraud and 
flim-flam schemes atid evolved into a 

.. 
pharmaceutical drug ring that than- 

... ~ & e & & ~ a & . . ~ f . . .  . p i l k  
- from-several cliniesto drugdealers and ...-.. .,.- :.- 

junkies in '~etio?t~~~%J$hington, New 
York and North Carotina. 

__-- Rassim ... s.aid.shesbrte Uer... 
empire in 1979 with a group of over- 
weight women she sent to doctors to 
obtain prescriptions for stimulants. ' 

. 

. . 
In March i980,shesaid, she and her 

- fri&d an3 f o r m e  aitoiiie~;'Roliert 
Cohn, opened a d i r d i n i c  at  ' 3800 
Woodward that soon attracted hun- 

-dEdYTFjiutiki e s ; - - C o a  Biaeen- 
indicted, 'out has said federal prosfcu- 

+fX%+- = I.- A .  ' ~" 

investigation. 
. . 

KASSIM SAID she and Coho opened 
several rr.0-e clinics in Cbwntown De- 
troit and on the eawide.  Pi!Is shipped 
to Washington 'en Greyhound Suses 
netted a fCTtl~n~ gf seveal million dol- 
lars for Eiassic. - s t 9  cnce pulied 
%23.001! frm. a p z p y  >zg :g pqJor3- 

. . 
new LiX-i:n. :er:~n~.,- indicate€. ,,-:-..:-: 



Heimlich - author, television per- ~ 
5onaiity-and inventor of the Heimlich ; 
naneuver designed to~save the lives of j 
chokingvictims - testified that in the ~ 
decade ........ he ~... had. k?o-~~- l<rebs , .  he had 1 
found him tobe "absolutely honest. . . a I 
marvelous youni man," and a brilliant / 

-medical ~ student.-Meimlich- said -hehad- . - I  ,qet the-&ddi*rth-rdugh-h~IeiniIiChhs.Soii, , 
Krebs' classmate at Stanford Universi. j 
ty. 1 Kassim, however, depicted Krebs as - , !  

an initially naive young intern who, 1 
once he learned the scope of the drug i 
nperation,.wanted to bepir f  of it and 1 
--'m-akea -million dollarsl-'- as f a s t ~ a s  1 
a s i b l e .  . .s-3Y+-?--~..,c--.< 

! 
The government c l ~ ~ ~ a " r % T ~ ~  

rist Levine aided'the flow of drugs from 
!enitinlate-eharmaceutical manufactur- --; 
e< to junkies on the street. Danner and 
Ricks were employes in Kassim's clin- 
ics. 

Kassim's testimony tended to exon- 
prate her lover-level employes in the I 
clinic. U.S,-.District Judge Anna ~ i g g s -  
~ r n - r i i s ~ h a r g e s - -  
Curtis Hicks and Sam Fi&lds Jr., while 
the trial was in progress. 

Diggs-Taylor declared a mistrial for 
another defendant, pharmacist Stanley 
Iczovitz, early in the trial. when a 
government witness gave prejudicial 
testimony the witness previously had 
been instructed not to give. 

~czovitz, 46, of Birmingham, and 
John Parker, 50, of Detroit, who be- 

..sam..ill.just b.efore,the..:trial, will..be. 
tried on consipiracy counts later, prose- 
cutors said.' 
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Pharmacist; 

J 
Free Press StaH and AP . . - 

w e s t  Blckmfield pharmatist 
nard Levine and Dr. Ryan Krebs of 
Milan were sentenced to five years .in 
prison for conspiring t o  distribute 
drugs. Levine also was fined $10,000. 

US. District Judge AnnaDiggs Tay- 
lor also on Friday sentenced Shirley. 
Bmdley Danner and Linda Ricks, both 
of Detroit, to 18 rndths.in prison and 
200 hours ofcommunity service., Diggs 
suspended the womens' terms; except 
for 60 days for Danner: . 

T h e  four were.convicted ofconspit- 
ingwith Nellie Bell Kassim, who plead; 
ed guilty last  August t o  conspiracy t? 
possess and illegal distribution of phar- 
maceutical drugs through. six,Detrdit 
weight lo& clinics. .. . . ~. 

KASSIM,~~; said to be theorganizer 
of - a ring of doctors, phaimacistsand 
drug users ~ I i o i a n  what federal in* 
tigators called a lucrative "kseription --. 

. 

-i st+: DRU~S,  page 8;R' a ~ ' , . , . . ,  . , . , . , . ; 2 .  : 
C . .  . . .  . . . . . , i- ..q,,, 

, , , t  - . . , , 7. 
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Doctor, pharmacist 'each get five years - 
DRUGS, from Page 3A- 
mill," agreed to ce-operate with the government and 
testify against 22 co-defendents. 

Kassim and her cc+conspiratorsiran the cliniw for 
18 months, and witnesses estimated Kassirn made 
more than $5 million a year operating them. 

Krebs, 29, worked at two clinics and earned as 
much as $100 an hour for writing prescriptions for 
drues. Kassim testified. 

. . -  
pleaded guilty to cxinspiracy. LeviIie w&,.One 'of 
several pharmacists indicted itl the case, a n d h n e r '  
and Ricks were identified as "employe cons pi rat om'!^ '. 

- Federd authorities said the drugsdistributed in the 
clinics were "as serious as the distribution,of heroin":- . . in Detroit. ' . 

The clinics were distributing ~ a l h n ,  a painkiller . 
' 

commonly mixed withantihistaminesfor iajection to . 
give an effect similar toherbin, and at least eight o w r  : " . - 1  another doctor. Alan Devore Flellds; D.O., earlier.. pr&pfion4pgs . 1, - .  . 

~p ..- 
I T ~  .- 
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