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W& indicted as drug m i l l ~ d n  . 
By JACK KRESNAK 
and BRIAN FLANlGAN 
Free Press Stan Writers 

A Detroit woman, who law 
enforcement officials say mas- , 
teminded a nationwide drug 
ring, was indicted Thursday in 
U.S. District Court on drue 
trafficking charges along wit[ 
22 other people. 

The woman, Nellie Bell 
Kassim, 4 2  is named in t t e  
indictment as the organizer of 
a ripg of doctors, pharmacists 
and drug usm who ran wbnk 
investigators called a 'pre- 
scription mill." The ring's ac- 
tivities, lnvertigators said. ah0 
included selling drugsin Wash- 
ington, D.C, and New York. 

WpWCTORS, five phar- 

macies, seven ~hkhac i s t s  or 
drugstore owners and 13 per- 
sons identified as "employe 

~ ~ 

c o n s p i r a -  
tors" were 
charged wlth 
conspiracy 
wlth intent to 
deliver drugs. 
I3  addlcioo. 
Kassim was 

"engaging in 
a continuing crtminai enter- 
p&?" nnce January 1979. The 
latter charge carries a sentence 
of 10 years to hfe upon convic- 
tion 

Leonard Gilman, US. anor- 
ney for the Eastern MsHct of 
Michigan, &led the arraign- - 

- . - 
ment of ~assim-andaskedU:S.' Gilmsn ,mid, idding. that the 
District Magistrate LynnBooe medlcal .$linic6 operated by 
l o  set a $100,000 bond fof:r K@m we* "no more than' 
KesFim, Gilman said Kassim 'icvpt mills.! " p 

was aimueha risk as convict- . .. 
ed he r~ i~dea l e r  George Casey, BOO= € 7 ~ 1 5 , ~ ~  paretg 
who was sentenced Thursday. @?lid to: +Sim;who iater put 
t o 1 0  years in prlmn. Casey.. *up 1 0  percent and was re- 
.was re-caphlredafter he disap- , leased Kassim was aaested i# 

'peared after his guilty. plea on a SoPtthfleld.hotwWednesdap 
he same crlmlnal enterprise .night by fedenl Enforce- 
charge Kaagim is now charged . ment ~~ddnis t r s l lonsgwts .  
With. A M i t  bondsnWl Who , .  be two d o c m  c w &  b 
guardteed W S  15@)i000. the 12-page indietme6t are 
bondis aPPeAng.an order DeyoreFiela D.Q., and 
foffeif the bond t0U.S. District :gym m e b s , . ~ , ~ ,  ~ ~ ~ h % h  
Court. 

' awaiting trial on related fed- 
'The drl#@'tbBt &'alleged :eral dm@ charges. 

(In the'Kassim,indictment)~lre: 'Krebs, 28, who fedgal as serioiw 88 thsdistrlbution of 
heroin in the city of Dehplt<' see DRUG m, paget# 
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