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Woman mdlcted as

By JACK KRESNAK
and BRIAN FLANIGAN
Free Press Statf Writers

A Detroit woman, who law
enforcement officials say mas-
terminded ‘a nationwide drug
ring, was indicted Thursday in
U.S. District Court on drug
trafficking charges along with
22 other people.

"The woman, Nellie Bell
Kassim, 42, is named in the
indictment as the organizer of
a ring of doctors, pharmacists
and drug users who ran what
investigators called a “pre-
scription mill.” The ring’s ac-
tivities, investigators said, also
included selling drugsin Wash-

ington, D.C., and New York.

TW‘Q,DOCI'ORS, five phar-

’

macles, seven phannaclsts or
drugstore owners and 13 per-

sons identified as ‘“‘employe .

CONSPira- g
tors' were @
charged with E
conspiracy
with intent to §
deliver drugs.
In addition,
Kassim was
charged with
“engaging in.
& contimuing criminal enter-
prise” since January 1879. The
latter charge carries & sentence
of 10 years to life upon convic-
tion.

Leonard Gilman U.S. attor-
ney for the Eastern District of
Michigan, hﬁazed the arraign-

Kassim .

ment of Kassim' andaskedUS {iilman said a.ddmg that the |

- District Magistrate Lynn Hooe
to'set a $100,000 bond -for-:
Kassim: Gilmen seid Kassim .

was as much a risk as convict-
ed heroin dealer George Casey,
who was sentenced Thursday

- to.10- years in prison. Casey -
.was re-captured after he disag-
" peared after his guilty plea on
the same. criminal enterprise

charge Kassim is now charged

wtth ‘A Detroit bondsman who,

guarafiteed Casey's $500,000

tond is appealing an order to’

forfeit the bond tovU S: Blstrict

Court, _
" The drugs that are all\eged :
{in the Kassim indictment) are:
as serfous a8 the distribution of -
heroin in the eity of Detroit,” .

medieal _clinies operated by

E quslm were “no more than |

seript mills. 7
' Hoom’rasls 000 surety

;bond for Kassim, who later put
fup. 10 percent and was re-

leased. Kassim was asrested in

" g Southfield home Wednesday
- night by federal Drug Enforce-
_ment ‘Administration agents.

. - The two-doctors charged in-
the 12-page Indictmeht are

-Alan Devore Flelds, D.O., and
.‘Ryen Krebs, M.D. Krebsis also
.. awaiting trial on related fed-
‘eral drug- charges.

" Krebs, 28, who federal in-
- S0 DRUG MILL, Page &4 |
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Woman indicted as drug rmg mastermmd

DRUG MILL, from Page 1A

vestigators said operated at
two medical clinics with
im, was charged earlier

vezr with illegally pre-

this

| scribing drugs after writing

four- prescriptions — totaling
200 tablets — for Talwin, a
painkiller, and selling them to
an undercover FBI agent. Tal-
mn is commonly mixed with
various antihistamines or de-
congestants and injected to
give an effect.similar to heroin,

In addition to Talwin, the
indictment charges, the group
was trafficking in at least eight
other prescription drugs rang-
ing from tranguilizers such as
Valium to opiate painkillers
such as Dilaudid. One of the
drugs named — the amphet-
amine Desoxyn — is known on
Detroit streets as *‘the Cadillac
of speed.”

THE INDICTMENT cites 55
different incidents during the
past three years in which Kas-

sim and the others set up a

network of clinics throughout

Detroit and had ‘Fields and
Krebs write prescriptions for
the drugs. Then, according to
the indictment, Kassim and the

-bthers would sell the prescrip-

tions to drug users or use the
prescriptions to acquire large
quantities of drugs which were
then transported "throughout
the country,

At least 500,000 prescrip-
tion- pills were involved, ac-
cording to the indictment,
which charges that Kassim
“and others” delivered drugs
during at least two trips to

.Washington, D.C., and one to

Jamaica, N.Y., during 1980.
The pharmacies named in

" the indictment include Scotch

Castle Pharmacy Inc., Kwality
Prescription Services Inc., Gil-
fix Pharmacy Inc., Unarex of
Plymouth and Unarex of Dear-
born, hoth doing business as

- Motor City Prescription Cen-

ter.

Attorney Leonard S. Her-
man of Southfield appeared on
behalf of pharmacist Melvin
Boyer. Herman, who, said he
would also represent the phar-
macies named in the indict-
ment, said Boyer wasa “princi-
pal” in three of the four
pharmacies.

Besides Boyer, people iden-
tified in the indictment as phar-

macists and/or owners of the

drugstores include Bernard Le-
vine, Stanley Iczkovitz , Alvin
Fisch, Gandni Lingamneni, An-
thony Meolig and David Gold-
man.

LAST APRIL, Kassim said
she paid the.expenses of Lin-
pamneni to travel to Washing-
ton, D.C., where Kassim's sis-

~ler, Nancy Mclunis, was on

trial on a charge of possession
of several thousand tablets of
Preludin, a. stimulate. The
drugs were found in a suitcase

sherpicked up at Washington -

National Alrport.

Lingamneni testified that he -
-~ knew Kassim well and had

filled numierous prescriptions
for clinics she operated. Lin-
gamneni testified that all the
prescriptions seemed  legiti-

.mate to him.

Mclnnis, 30, was acqui'tted
by the federal court jury,

IN SEVERAL interviews
with' the Free Press after the
March 5, 1981, slaying of Kas-
sim’s sister, Mozell Barber,
Kassim denied any - involve-
ment in trafficking in prescrlp-
tion drugs.

“Pills are not my deal she

said. “They're too slow for me.

1 teli the police, ‘You never pet

me with those pills.’ The pohue, i

they just tickles me.”

Kassim, who told the Free
Press she was rich, claimed she

‘got her money in a ticket scam

with several airlines during the
early 1970s and had stored the

money in milk bottles until the
statute of limitations expired.

“I'm a hustler, honey,"” she
said.

'THE TWO doctors and sev-
en pharmacists were released

. on personal bonds by Magis-

trate Hooe pending May 18|
preliminary hearings. _

Indicted persons identified
as “employe conspirators” in-,
clude Shirley Bradley Danner,
Maggie Curry, Linda Ricks,
Ella Tipton, Cassandrz Bell,
Curtis Hicks, L.C. Turman,
John Zellner, John Parker,
Sam Fields Jr., Daisy Evelyn
Madison, Robert Lee Elliot and:
Joseph Williams. The indict-
ment did not indicate their resi-
dences.

All but Bell, whe is still
being sought, were arrested |:
and released on personal bonds |
pending May 18 preliminary
hearmgs




By TIM BELKN‘AP.
Free Press Staff Wriler

Nellie Bell Kassim says she
| Taunched herprescription-drug -
empire-in-late-1979 with 17
overweight women whom she
~ sent out to-obtain prescriptions
for stimulants. ‘

In merely two years, Kas-
|| -sim _ testified in. U.S. District
Court Thursday, the empire
| “had expanded to the point that
- a doctor who wanted to write

asked her, “How long will it

dollars?”

has pleaded guilty to a reduced
conspiracy charge in exchange -

,_4_”———

phony prescriptions for her-

take me to make a million -

- Kassim, 42, of Detroit, who

D rug- mlﬂ operator
- describes an empire
built on fat women

that filled prescrlptlons from
‘the clinics. -

WHILE WAGERING at
Northville Downs four years
ago, a friend told Kassim, who
was & nurse, that he could

infroduce her to several doc-

tors' who would channel the
stimulant Preludin to her to
resell, she-testified. . e
“I got two cars'and 17 glrls
and put them on the street,”
Kassim said, explaining that
she paid each of the over-
weight women -$20 per pre-
scription as well as $30that the
women paid the doctors.
In addition, some pharma-
cies were paid as much as an
additional $30 because they .

R

conspiracy trial of eight people
who either worked in her six
j Detroit clinics orat phsrmacies

_*feﬁher—ee-e pe P&HGH—%&#E—MFB “hastim

] ursday“‘n‘fhe four: week-olt~—pr"—

At the end of each week
Kassim gathered about 1,000

pharmacies-

-Kassim: How long, a doctor
asked to make a million?

bus to Washington, D.C,, she
said. She would fly to Wash-
ington to pick up the pills and
- then would sell them for §5 to

$6 a pill to drug dealers with -

street ‘names that included
Baby Dee, Harry Hippy and
Black Cat, Kassim testified.

f:""shlpped them by Greyhound |

“stormed with Robert Cohn, a |

- IN. MARCH 1980, such
e Lrade%ecame “to0 hot,” Kas-—
T TEstied, S0 she brain- |

Detroit attorney who unsuc- |
See KASSA[M Page 14A |
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descrl.”*

KASS!M from Page 3A »

' cessfuiiy defended Kassxm ona welfare fraud charge
in 1970, and came, up.with the idea of opening a diet |
~ clinic ‘and hiring Dr. Alan FIBIdS to wrlte prescnp
tions, Kassim testified.~- = -~ %
* Fields.has pleaded gu;lty to ‘conspiracy. Cohn,
3 who;a Kassllr_n described as “my supposed lover for 10 | §
- years;"" hasnot beenindicted;and the government wm_, 1
not disclose-whether he will be a witness.. |
 Kassim said she:and Cohn'split. the proflts at six
- Detroit- clinics they.-opened, then closed one after -
anothier in1980 and1981. Fields was. paid $700 daily |
--in cash-“to write prescrlptions all day and haif the al N
_mght Kassim said."
_ assim said the f1rst chmc “at 3800 Woodward
“attracted 30 Customers on its first day and about 500n
* the second day, a Friday. "
—..“ThenTflew to New York, and- 1 d:dn t get back (to
" the clinic) untll late Monday‘ and-1 thought it was a.

S emplr g

m_zaggpﬂegmg lmacLup Qn_thehsILEQLIhﬁ)LhadJmed_;—;
: nf " e

...... ﬁBEi:A_{lSE:ﬂEH‘ftommnkr traffm;l_Kasszm ’and_q,:' =
Cohn switched clinics and expanded their payroll of
_employes, 2 bizarre: group ‘that eventually: was to -
- include four transvestites, a forgerer-and a purported
_lab. technician. who “was terrible;” Kassim said. “A
tady came out with a needie hanging out of herarm. . .

- After that we didn't take too much blood samﬁi‘ﬁs"*'f i B
Dr. Ryan- Krebs, one of the defendants, was paid

< $100 an hour at a clinic on Seven Mile Road, Kassim ~| §~

te’stlfled but was not told of the extent of the llhc;t

room Kassun said . b N
wslatersat-a-new: dmcﬂﬂn*Jeffersonﬂear NBWpUIT“ B e
- Krebs- overheard a-conversation mvoiwng a drug -

KASSIM SAID Krebs asked her how iong it would
M»mmmeam.mﬂmmuar&wmﬁngapgemmmsw
-and»sheAteld-hlwzf h@-wanied t@-sia#t—then “irs-fine-

WIth Mes e :
—“’“"EVEHTUETE}T, Kre"tfs woum rea‘vestacks Of preserips
tieds. already wiitten out for-herto.Sell, she testified. -

... Kasgins.testimoriy - 1s.exp£cte¢£9_c0ntmu?_1@dav
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By THA BELKNAP ' " % e S _
Free Press Staff Writer : s
A famous chest surgeon testmed Wednesda}r that Dr: Ryan
a multimillion-dollar drug ring, was a “‘marvelous young ian”
who he would still welcome to accept a prestigious research pﬁst’
“Dr. Henry Heimlich, inventor of the Heimlich maneuver
credited with saving the lives-of mny_chdungwm

absolutely honest, and I can't conceive of him straying. .

junkies and dope dealers in Detroit and Washington, D.C.

cliriics owned by Kassim. Witnesses have described the clinics as

1. prescription mms where customers —_ wh& at best were g:ven ;

umruly junkies. .~
Krebs, charged with cunspmng with Nellie Bel! Kassim tcaperate ; ]
- residency at the University of Michigan. Kassim, who became g

..;Krebs asan miitlaﬂy naivedoctor who, onee he reahzed the scope |.
;Lfmgkmmﬂhmﬂ

in federal court Thursday that Krebs, 29, is “like my-s6n — ha’
cleant
accept any of the things that I've heard charged agamst Inm *." Heimiich's son, who was a classmate of Krebs' at I
’ -Umverslty. Heimlich said he’d followed Krebs' education: am'i 1
PROSECUTQRS SAY Krebs, oneof six alleged ce-conspmrs»-‘:-. -

on trial, wrote prescriptions that were used to get pilis sold-to. -~

They say Krebs opened the Jefferson Medical Clinic at 12874 '
E. Jefferson with Kassim in October 1981 gnd worked at other-

€Urso y‘medma& exammahons were givep wntten orders for_ g
-d"mgs and., where b@uncers were needed 1 keep’ ‘order among" -

Krebs vids working partttmefarl{assm ileiiihis medical |

government witness as part of a plea-bargaining deal, described -
Mmummmmmmm

Tars™ as fast as possible. :
-“Helmlich, 62, said he first met K’rehs 10 years ago

dof-

thmngh,
at Stanford

“was impressed with his intelligence and decency.” ik
Heimlich said Krebs visited the Heimlich family in Cmcmmti

b between Dee.' 11 and 13, 1981. Kassim had testified earlier that
- she had seen Krebs ‘writing pmecr;ptions for her i Betrmt that‘-ﬂ =

ekend, -
‘Helmlich. smd dunng that weekend he offered Krebs & pbas‘- ;
DOCRE .DRUG SUSFEEI Page 154 |




Heimlich essociste director of the Heimlich Institute at Xawier niversity;. ‘
.said- . “‘where ke would have directed rezearch and medical work” *
Krebs.i But Heimlich sald he learned Krebs was {nferested It a simitar. |-
€515 postat the Seri dm:;‘ﬂnicinﬂaﬂtomi&, wjaicbﬂeiml!chﬂaidisone
{-*absolutes of the finest: in the country: :
ly herest xmmmmmmmmtmkmmme
A ] :nﬁndnmthatweekenﬁ.ﬁelmﬂch'saf
can’t .- - \ e
coneeive o sand |
= m““ﬁg s g i Chamm%m“
stir tosave e of 8 Chidese W [ 5
I Japanese Hnes in Toner Mongoliain World War 11 The device was |
g latermdtametheﬂmothundrwseiwonndedsomersin
‘accept
‘any of the
: thati
theard - .~
charged
against
him.” 3
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By TIM BELKNAP
Free Press Staff Writer

A federal jury convicted four people
Monday of conspiring in the prescrip-
tion drug empire of Nellie Bell Kassim,
but two of her lower-level employes
were acquitted.

Found guilty after more than two

weeks of deliberations were Dr. Ryan
A. Krebs, 29, of Milan; pharmacist
Bernard Levine, 33, of West Bloomfield;
Shirley Bradley Danner, 46, of Detroit,
and Linda Ricks, 33, of Detroit. They
face maximum sentences of five years
in prison and $15,000 fines.
- Acquitted of conspiracy in the two-
‘month trial were Maggie Curry, 29, and
John (Jersey Bull) Zellner, 53, both of
Detroit.

TEN OTHERS have pleaded guilty to
conspiracy or related charges, inciud-
ing Kassim, who agreed to a 10-year
prison sentence in return for co-operat-
ing with federal prosecutors Ellen Den-
nis and James McCarthy.

f —Kgggrm—ﬂ—of—scmthﬂeld——w&s the -

2 acquitted

prescrlptlon mill case

Witnesses ran the social
spectrum from a world-
famous doctor to a

cobbler,

witness stand ran the social spectrum
from a world-famous doctor, Dr. Henry
Heimlich, who was a character witness
for Krebs, to a cobbler, Leroy Bonham,
who said he served as a gigolo to
Kassim and her two sisters.

The sisters also figured in the trial;
but by their absence. Testimony disput-
ed by Kassim indicated that she had one
of the sisters, Mozell Barber, 32, mur-
dered by a contract killer in Detroit in
March 1981 because Barber was sus-
pected of informing. Authorities say
they are still investigating the murder.

The other sister, Nancy Lee McGin-
nis, 31, who was last reported living in
Mississippi, was scheduled to be a de-
-fense-witness-who.would refute_ some |

See KASSIM, Page 44| |
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EF L!il.t}ia.
2 acquitted

of conspiracy
Indrugring

- KASSIM, from Page 34

of Kassim's tléstimony However, she
“disappeared’ inmid-trial, the jury was
told by Ken Robinson, Krebs’ attorney.

A PLUMP,-often- smiﬁng woman,
Kassim grew up in New York City and
__moved to Detroitadozen vearsago.The
_former nurse testified that her criminal
career started with welfare fraud and
flim-flam schemes and evolved into a
- pharmaceutical drug ring that chan-
=neled-hundreds..of thousands-of-pills
-fromseveral cliniesto drug dealers and
“junkies in Detroit, Washmgton. New
York and North Carolina.
__Kassim said she started her.drug..
empire in 1879 with a group of over-
weight women she sent to doctors to
obtain prescriptions for stimulants. =
In March 1980, she said, she and her
“friend and former aftorrey, Robert
Cohn, opened a diet clinic at 3800
Woodward that soon aftracted hun-
~dreds 0f junkies ‘Cohm has ot beei
md}cted Dut haa said vederal prosecu-

.mvesﬂganon.

KASSIM SAID she and Cohn opened
several more clinics in downtown De-
troif and on the eastside. Pilis shi pped |
to Washington on Grevhound buses
netted a fortune of several million dol- |

i AT Weos o= el i i
1ars 75\2‘ _hassim, who once pulled |
00U rom anar bao o a1 FA=
$23.000 from a paper bag to pay fora |
new LinCoin, testimony indicated !

almBEak



Heimlich — author, television per-

- sonality~and inventor of the Heimlich
maneuver designed to-save the lives of

choking victims — testified that in the

| Jecade he had known Krebs, he had 4

found himto be * absoiutely honest . .
marvelous young man,” and a bniham

-medical student. Heimlich said-he. hadm
“met the doctor through Heimlich's son.

Krebs' classmate at Stanford Universi-
v,

an initially naive young intern who,
once he learned the scope of the drug
“aperation, wanted to be pdrt of it and
--make-a -million dollars”-as fast as
possible.

Kassim, however, depicted Krebs as -

The government claimed pRATTA-
cist Levine aided the flow of drugs from

ers to junkies on the street. Danner and
Ricks were employes in Kassim's clm-
TS,

Kassim's testimony tended to exon-
erate her lower-level employes in the

legitimate-pharmaceutical manufactur- -

chmc U.S. District Judge Anna Diggs-"

|

Idlel dismissed: Ludrg(ﬂb dgdeI WO,

the trial was in progress.

Diggs-Taylor declared a mistrial for
another defendant, pharmacist Stanley
Iczovitz, early in the trial when a
government witness gave prejudicial

been instructed not to give.

. Iczovitz, 46, of Birmingham, and
John Parker, 50, of Detroit, who be-

came ill just before.the trial, will be.

tried on consipiracy counts later, prose-
cutors said.

Curtis Hicks and Sam Fields Jr while

testimony the witness prevzous}} had
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: Pharmacist ‘*
| doctor get
5 years e each

Free Press Staft and AP

. West _Bloomfield pharmacist Ber- -
‘nard: Levine and Dr. Ryan Krebs of
Milan were sentenced to five years in
prison for conspiring to distribute
drugs. Levine also was fined $10,000. °
U.S. District Judge Anna Diggs Tay-
lor also on Friday sentenced Shirley.
Bradley Danner and Linda Ricks, both - |
of Detroit, to 18 months-in pnson and
200 hours of commumty service. Diggs -
- suspended the womens' termis, except
for 60 days for Danner. =
_The four were. convncted of consplr-
- ing with Nellie Bell Kassim, who plead-_
| ed guilty last August to conspiracy to™]
possess and illegal distribution of phar- |
maceutical drugs through six- Detront :
L. weight loss clinics. -

KASSIM 42, Sald tobe the orgamzer
{"of a ring of doctors, pharmacists. and |
drug users who.ran what federal i mvgs-
_ tigators called a iucratwe “prescnp o

S Sae DRUGS, Pageah p




Doctor, pharmamst each get five y years

DRUGS, from Page 3A
mill," agreed to co-operate with the govemment and
test:fy against 22 co-defendents. ‘
Kassim and her co-conspiratorsran the clinics for
18 months, and witnesses estimated Kassim made-
more than $5 million a year operating them. -
| Krebs, 29, worked at two-clinics and earned as

much as $100 an hour for writing prescnptmns for

_drugs, Kassim testified. -

. Another doctor, Alan Devore Helds, D.O., eatller,_

pleaded gu:lty to consp:racy Levme was one ofr
several pharmacists indicted in the case, and Danner

~ and Ricks were identified as “employe conspirators.™

Federal authorities said the drugs distributed in the -

¢linics were “as senous as the d:stnbut:on of herom o
: m Detroit.

The clinics were dlstnbunng Talvnn, a pamkﬂler 2

- commonly mixed with antihistamines for injection to -

give an effect similar toherom, and at Ieast elght other

_prescripiondrugs .\ ¢ :

[
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