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| 'I!:us week, (Aprﬂ 14—18), the
nation is celebrating the contribu-
fions of a man who, as Norman
'Vincent '‘Peale said, “has saved
the lives of more human beings
th:m any other perscm living to-
? That msm is Dr. Hemry
Hesmhch And rather thap cele-
brating the man who. developed
the Fleimlich Maneuver and revo-
lut:lonmd the treatment of chok-
ing and necar-drowning victims,,

The. Cincinnati Enguirer has at- -

tempted to discredit him,
. This is tmfortlmate This is ir-
" -responsible’ This is wrong

Dr. He:mhchhasdedmatedhls'

life to, researching and treating’
ical problems. From helping vic-
tims of chest trauma to war]ﬂng
to boost immune ‘systems i the'

has been at the forefront of med-
ical research .and {reatment. He
has ‘chosen to-make Cincinnati-
his home; and we are better forit.
On Mazrch 16, however, the Ef—"

- qwer an a ﬁ'ant-pa,ge story Qis-
paragitig. Dr. Heimlich.: "hl:k-*,d
| “Helmhch falsely’ claitns he in-.

vented
. article by Robert Anglen stated
. that Dr. Heimlich did not propet-
Iy credit a Reorhanian doctor for,
‘his role in developmg Aan mnnﬁa-
" tive .oPerauo . -In_.reality,  §
Heimlich has ‘consistently - given
credit to- Pr. Pan Gavrilin. Not
just once, buf many times over
the course of several decades;

First, a %ttle background: Dr.

Heimlich and a colleague, Dr.
Jarnes M. Wixfield, in the medical
. journal Szurgery in 1955 outlined a
technique they had developcd o
replace or bypass the
- Shortly thereafter, Dr.

wrote to themn thathehadper
formed the same surgery suc-
cesshilly' in Romania since. 1951
While .Romanian scientific jour-
nals had. published this .news,

those j ourna]s had not'been avail-.

able in the U.5, given the Cold

ngt.; hte imm Dr Gavn
pon hearing
liu, Dr. Heimlich prompty cred-

1ted Dr. Gavrilin with performing

“in April 1955- Shortly

stirgical procedure,” the -
: Medical Association’s Archives. of highly

. ‘Heimlich again
"gasmc tube opera

. the surger_v first. He éven subzmt-

ted a report on the procedure to a
U.S. scientific journal so that “the
pmccdure may become known to
jcan surgeons and that Dr:
Dan Gavriliu be given priority.” In
the same article in the oumal
Surgery, October 1957, Dr Heim-
Eich went on to say that Dr., Gav-

. tilin first' successfully performed

the sirgery in .April 1951,
Dr. - Hecimlich contihued to

point out, on his own accord, that
Dr. Gavriliu was first:

B An arficle for the Interna-
tional Socicty of Surgery Confer-
ence in 1957 — carrying the names

-of both Dr. Ga v
some of the world’s biggest med- ° sl el

Heimlich — reported: “A proce-

-dure for replacing the esophagus -
b Agee A b L sl e

om the
fight againgt AIDS; Dr. Hefmlich -

curvature of the stomach was de-
scribed by Heimlich and Winfield
thereafter,
Dr. Dan Gavriliu . of Bucharest,
Romanija, wiote the authors stat-
ing that the operafion they had
performed expetrimentally had
becen successfully performed

since 1951.7
B In an article in the American

Otolaryngology in ‘May 1959, Dr.

credigd Dr. Gav-
e | dw:mbed the reversed
tion -in 1955;.

and, subsequently, was informed _

by Dr. Dan Gavriliv of Bucharest,

Romania, that he had been per-

forming . .this operation since
1951 .
B In a 1972 article in 7ke

American Jaumaf of Surgery, Dr.

Heimlich again clearly credited R

Dr. Gavriliu with primacy.

B In the Annals of Surgery in
1975, Dr. Hcimlich wiote: “For
ten years prior to 1955, the Iron
Curtain prevented exchange of
scientific information | between
Eastern Europe and the West.
Gavriliu: and .Gotgeson. 1n
anama, ‘also in. 1955, informed
me, after reaclmg my paper, that

" they', - independently de-
‘scribed the RGT operation. Their
_contribution.’was then made

"known to the "West in 2 report by

greater -

rity

Clearly!';’ Dr. He:mhw t;::
improperly assuming it .
the procedure. On the contrary, ..
he Wm'ked diligently’ t0 ensure

that the medical community .

‘knew that Dr. Gavrilii was a pio-,

neer. .
Dr, He:m]ie.h also'is a p:ﬂneer
Time and again he has bucked
conventionsl wisdom and evernitu.
ally been proven right, The I-le:m-
lich Maneuver — a technique for

'saving ‘victims of chalnng and

near- dmwmngs was controver-
sial for many Vears. Yot Dr. Hein-
lich prevailed, and today thou-.
sands of lives around the world
have been saved: because .of this
gimhple, effective emergency pm
cedure

' April 14-Is the start of Ndﬂnnal
Heimlich Maneuver Week, a time
to educate people about the fech-
nigue. It also is an opportunity to
educate people about the contri-
butions, the legacy and. the integ-
of its mventur, Dr. Hentry'
Ileimlich.

-As medical o[esslonals we
are 1o eatabhsh clearw
that we find Mr. Anglen’s article
mmaccurate and distorted.,
Dr. Heimlich is a caring, commit-
ted and courageous humanitari-
an. He deserves tb be I:'eate'd

.*nj_ﬂth respect. :
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