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Dr. Heimlich Can Fix
Choking Fast; Here’s
What Else He Treats

U ncunventidnal Surgeon Puts
War Under the Knife, Has
o  Novel CureforCancer,Too |

By MicHAEL L. King
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

CINCINNATI-A few years ago, Henry
Jay Heimlich came up with a weird-sound-
ing way to save people who are choking:
Grab them from behind and squeeze the
stuffings—and anything lodged in the throat
—out of them. The idea worked, it got publi-
cized, and the *‘Heimlich maneuver” made
the physician’s name a household word.

Now Dr. Heimlich is developing some
new maneuvers, meant to treat problems
even more nettlesome than choking. War,
for instance; Dr. Heimlich has a computer
model he says will prevent it. Or disease;
the Heimlich plan is to use television shows
to teach people to diagnose their own ill-
nesses. For the special illness of cancer, the
doctor has a special maneuver: Give the pa-
tient malaria.

Henry Heimlich is getting creative again.
Dr. Heimlich is a 62-year-old surgeon who
likes to think up new solutions for old prob-,
lems. To some people his ideas sound a bit
off-the-wall, but more than once he has
proved his doubters wrong—and he isn't
about to get orthodox now.

“1 won't do ordinary things," Dr. Heim-
lich says. “'T get my kicks out of innovat-
ing."

And out of publicity, his eritics claim.
“The onily good thing I can say about Dr.
Heimlich is that he has exceptional talent at
P.R. and promotion," says Edward Woliver,
another Cincinnati surgeon. Dr. Woliver
thinks that his colleague isn't even very im-
aginative, that he promotes himself for med-
ical ideas that are based on obvious home
remedies.

Valves and Sponges

But Dr. Heimlich prides himself on just
this down-to-earth approach to medicine. In
1955, as a 35-year-old surgeon, he gained
wide recognition in the medical world for
devising an operation to reconstruct the eso-
phagus. An incorrigible inventor, he devel-
oped such practical instruments as emer-
gency drainage valves for the chest and uri-
nary tract and a suction sponge for use dur-
ing surgery. His latest offering is a long-
| lasting portable oxygen tank for victims of

chronic lung disease. He says it will be com-
_mercially produced soon.










